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In 1970, Lisa Tomkow Hinton 
was among the first females 
to join the Future Farmers 
of America.  Two years later 
she accomplished a goal that 
no other woman had done 
before and changed the way 
agriculture is viewed today.
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During her time in the Florida Future Farmers 
of America.  Lisa proved to be one of the 
organization’s most talented members.  In 1972, 
after much hard work and campaigning, she was 
elected State Secretary, Florida’s first female 
FFA officer.  Two years later Lisa was among the 
first four girls to earn FFA’s highest honor, the 
American Farmer Degree.
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A fifth-generation Florida farmer, Lisa has spent 
a lifetime promoting agriculture.  An innovator, 
leader and trailblazer, Lisa Hinton exemplifies 
what it means to be a role model, particularly 
for young women.  Lisa remains as passionate 
as ever about agriculture and she continues to 
work to inspire the next generation.
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After graduating from the University 
of Florida, Lisa spent a year 
teaching agriculture to middle 
school students.  The following 
year she began teaching at a local 
high school, where she and her 
students were tasked with designing 
a petting zoo for the Florida State 
Fair.  Her work impressed State Fair 
Chairman Doyle Carlton Jr. so much 
he offered Lisa the job of director 
of agri-business.  For the next 24 
years she was integral in developing 
educational programs for children.
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Through demonstrations and hands-on activities, 
the popular AgVenture program teaches local 
third-graders about agriculture.  Lisa was 
instrumental in developing the program, which 
is a joint venture between the Florida State 
Fair, Hillsborough County Farm Bureau and the 
Cooperative Extension Service.  Vina Jean Banks, 
Lynann Hudson and Judi Whitson continue to 
organize and implement the program today. 
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Under Lisa’s direction, livestock 
competitions such as the Champion of 
Champions and the Steer Futurity, shifted 
focus from the livestock to the child’s work 
raising the animal and keeping records.  
This reflected Lisa’s philosophy regarding 
livestock shows: “We’re raising kids, not 
animals.”
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For her lifetime contributions, Lisa was 
inducted into the Florida 4-H Hall of Fame 
in 2002 and into the Florida Federation 
of Fairs Hall of Fame in 2009.  In 2013, 
Lisa was named the Executive of the Year 
for State and Provincial Associations by 
the International Association of Fairs and 
Expositions for her work with the industry.

After her retirement from the Florida State 
Fair in 2006, Lisa was appointed executive 
director of the Florida Federation of Fairs.  
Today, she works closely with longtime 
friend and Federation president Tom Umiker.
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Lisa and her husband of  39 years, Bob Hinton, have 
known each other since their days as state officers 
in the FFA.  These days Bob and Lisa live on their 
farm in Riverview growing a variety of crops, primarily 
strawberries.
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From left, back row: Twin 1 Hinton, Lisa Hinton, 
Bob Hinton, Baby 1 Raburn; front row: Mrs. 
Hinton, Shane Hinton, Twin 2 Hinton, Oldest 
Grandson, Baby Raburn 2, Jake Raburn, Melissa 
Hinton Raburn, Middle Grandson Raburn.

From left, back row:  Vera Hinton, Lisa Hinton, 
Bob Hinton, Clayton Raburn; front row:  Jess 
Hinton, Shane Hinton, Iris Hinton, Further 
Noumena, Mason Raburn, Jake Raburn, 
Melissa Hinton Raburn, Jackson Raburn.

Lisa enjoys spending as much time as 
she can with family, especially with her six 
grandchildren.








